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1) Importance of CBD development 

ÅWith globalisation, cities are competing with each 

other for residents, occupiers, businesses and 

tourists 

ÅCentral Business District (CBD) constitutes ñheart 

and soulò of most cities and nations 

ÅHow cities can transform and reinvent their CBD 

and find better solutions to meet changing 

environment and competition is crucial for success 



ÅThis presentation discusses key ingredients for 

consideration in building a sustainable CBD 

ÅNo two CBDs are identical depending on history, size, 

population and state of economic development 

ÅCrucial that each city examines its strengths and leverage 

on them rather than copy what other cities do to their CBDs 

ÅHowever, certain key elements are essential 

ÅWhat are the ingredients that will make a successful CBD? 



2) Modernising CBDs 

ÅResearch on 

rejuvenation of 

modern CBDs are 

limited as most 

studies focus on 

redevelopment of 

dilapidated areas 

 



ÅUpgrading and modernisation 

of developed CBDs have 

become important phase of 

modern cities development 

ÅRecent years, redevelopment 

undertaken to upgrade 

buildings, and designated area 

even when existing 

developments are not old  

 



3) Key ingredients for consideration 

a) Good urban design 

b) Ample facilities and amenities  

c) Cultural elements 

d) Entertainment and recreation 

e) Science and technology 

f) Community engagement 

g) Walkability and mobility 

h) Liveability 

i) Sustainability 

 



a) Good urban design in human scale with 

appropriate street walls 

ÅUrban design - process of designing and shaping towns and 

cities 

ÅInstead of focusing on individual buildings, urban design 

usually looks at groups of buildings, streets and public 

spaces, entire neighbourhoods, and cities, with aim of 

making urban areas functional, attractive, and sustainable 

 



Cluster of buildings 





Urban design 

ÅInvolves developing buildings to human scale or pedestrian 

level 

ÅTall buildings project image and give identity but often not 

built to human scale; buildings need to talk to the streets 

Appropriate street walls enable you to relate to the 

buildings; need to provide natural rather than planted 

walkways along the streets; tall buildings usually do not 

relate well on the ground 

 

 



Human scale 



Appropriate street walls 



From road direct to entrance door 



b) Ample facilities and amenities 

ÅParks in cities offer 

green space and 

fresh air to residents 

and visitors 

ÅSome have urban 

character and 

provide valuable 

open space 

 



Urban park providing access to network of green 

spaces and park connectors 



c) Cultural elements 

ÅArt forms constitute a vital element in creating a vibrant 

ambience 

ÅOldest form of art are visual arts ie creation of images or 

objects intended to be appreciated for their beauty, feelings 

and emotions 

ÅCivil and cultural district with churches, mosques etc often 

forms vital part of CBD 

 



Art forms  

ÅArt is a diverse 

range of activities 

in creating visual, 

auditory or 

performing 

artifacts providing  

a vibrant 

ambience  



Melbourne 



Museums 

 



Churches 



d) Entertainment and recreation 

Gardens by the Bay Theatres on the Bay 

Provides lively atmosphere to CBD 



Sydney Opera House in the night 



Group Exercises 



e) Science and technology 

Academic institutions contributing to education and lifelong 

learning, and development of science and modern technology 



University in the city 



f) Community engagement 

Community well-being is important; need to 

engage the community, its culture and heritage; 

each country has its unique history that should 

be displayed in its CBD  



Birds watching 

Catering to the pursuit and interest of residents 



g) Walkability and mobility  
 

Walkability important to connect people; some cities are built 

that are not walkable; cities are examining different modes of 

transportation to improve mobility  



Compact walkable development 



Integrated centre with 575 carpark lots over 5 storeys,  

221 bicycle lots and MRT 



Walking and Cycling Plan  

ÅNeeds of pedestrians and 

cyclists are considered 

upfront in their 

development plans.  

ÅPart of governmentôs 

efforts to realise the Walk 

Cycle Ride SG vision, to 

make walking, cycling and 

riding public transport a 

way of life for 

Singaporeans. 



h) Liveability  

ÅSum of factors that add 

up to a communityôs 

quality of life including 

the built and natural 

environments, social 

cohesiveness, economic 

wealth, and cultural, 

recreation and 

entertainment 

opportunities 


